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Sonos Move: Take
your songs anywhere

Indoors, outdoors or away from
home, this speaker gives you big
sound but at a bigger price tag

MALA BHARGAVA

Tp until now, if you
—b wanted a  world
famous Sonos speaker,

you would have to use

whatever workaround you could
to get one from abroad as they
weren't officially sold in India.
That has just changed and you
can now much buy a Sonos
directly — and we can check them
out. The first of the speakers we
have for review is the Sonos Move,
released sometime in 2009,
actually.

1 like to think of the Move as a
moveable, in keeping with its
name, rather than a portable. It
can work on battery so you can
move it but it's not so portable
that you could tuck it under your
arm and go off somewhere. It

« weighs three kilos. You could

-~move it from one room to
another without thinking twice;
you could take out on the balcony
orporch or plantitin the garden;
you could even pack it into the
car and take it
with you for a
holiday.

Shock resistant
You get a fabric

protect
speaker and keep it
glean when not in
use. There's a large
indented or
scooped out chunk
on the back of the
speaker that servesas
a grip to lift the
speaker, The speaker is
P56 rated so it can take a
bit of rain when outdoors. But
not an outright immersion in
water. It's also got a shock
resistant body so hopefully, it
won't be destroyed by a bit of a
drop.

The Move comes in either black
or white. We got the black and it
looks familiar enough but the
white too would look interesting
and blend well against lighter

walls. When used indoors, the
Move is plugged into power and
sits on a special and unigue
charging base. It works with your
Wi-Fi network. The charging base
Is quite convenient because it
means your speaker is always
charged and when you put it back
you don’t have to
fiddle  with
plugs.
When you
liftitoff the
base  and
take it out of
house,
you use the
button on the
back to switch
o Bluetooth.
You can also
charge via USB for
which the slot is
available. The
power and connect
buttons are also on
the back On top are
touch sensitive controls

for
navigating tracks, volume etc —
and they're nice
and sensitive. |

thought the
fcons  weren't
too user-friendly,
however.

Sonos app
Another place to

control the
speaker is through
the Sonos app.

From here, you can
add a voice assistant
(Alexa or Google for
now). You can also
add music services
from here, after which

they'll play through the app.
There's quite a few music services
supported, but some are country
specific and of course all will
need subscriptions. 1 did spot
some of the local Indian services
aswell as Spotify, Apple Music and
YouTube. Sonos also has its own
Sonos Radio.

There's a lot else in the app,
from parental controls to system

updates, to setting up your own
music libraries. You can also set
up through the app and itisn't as
quick a process as with some. You
need to create an account. And if
someone else signs in with their
1D, good luck figuring out how to
disentangle them, though once
you know it works out
Coming to the sound: things
are a bit mixed. It has a rather
nice surprising bass, making it
sound substantial and full. The
higher  frequencies  sound
adequate though
get a  Dbit
strident  at
high
volume. |
did think the
music
contained
rather than
spread out and
open. But then,
the speaker uses
Trueplay to adjust
itself depending on
where you've placed
it, so changing the
placement around to
see how it sounds is
highly recommended. It's
a smart feature for a speaker
that’s focussed on being moved.
‘We were not able to test any
multi-room or stereo pairing as
there was just one unit for review,
but the Move fits into the Sonos
ecosystem well, as is known from
the experience of others who
have been using it for over a year.
Sonos is a really popular cult
brand and for that it can certainly
charge a premium. Even so, the
speaker is far too expensive in
India. At $400 in the US, it should
be around 30,000 but it costs a
lot more, even beyond Apple’s
HomePod and Echo Studio which
are roughly equivalent though
not portable.

Price: ¥43,999

Pros: Deep bass sound,
flexibility with placement,
convenient charging,
splash proof, shock
resistant, full featured app
with services

Cons: Very expensive, long
set-up, no line-in so can't
connect devices directly
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Apple Music: How to hear the difference

Lossless and

hi-res tracks may be
available now, but
you need to take

a few steps to listen
KISHORE BHARGAVA

mongst all the

announcements made

back at WWDC-2021 by

Apple, one that had a
lot of people excited were the
changes coming to Apple Music.
They announced three
significant changes. Apple Music
would now be available in
lossless (CD  quality), hires
lossless (better than CD quality)
and spatial audio (Dolby Atmos)
or basically music coming at you
from all angles.

Along with this they also
announced that this would be a
server side change and only
needed to be enabled in settings
on the device playing it, and
finally, no change in the pricing
plans even for the hi-res lossless
tier. This is huge since many
other services like Tidal and
Qobuz actually make their
money based on the fact that
they provide hi-res lossless music
which you can't get anywhere
else. Suddenly, Apple has the
opportunity of converting its
entire library of over 75 million
songs into better than CD quality.

It was a month after the event
that the changes happened in
the US and some other
countries. For India, the
services started
sometime _in mid-July
and ever since we have
been listening to higher
quality music. But life is
not that simple. To truly
get the best out of Apple
Music, you may need to
add some additional pieces
o your music system.

First-up, if you just want
to listen to CD quality
music then you will need, at
the very least, a pair of
wired headphones. This is
primarily because
Bluetooth is not capable of
streaming CD quality. While
there are some headphones, like
those from Sony, that have the
proprietary LDAC protocol and
get close to CD quality, they still
fall short. If you are using an
iPhone, then the lightning to

3.5mm stereo adapter does the
job very well and you will most
certainly hear the difference.

For an iPad, depending on
whether it has a USB-C port or
lightning port, you will need the
appropriate  adapter.  Airplay
does support lossless and can be
used. An Apple TV or speakers

which support Airplayz can

definitely be used to stream
lossless music.

AudioQuest DragonFly
The challenge is when you
want to go to a higher
resolution. The builtin
DAC  (digital-to-analog)
convertor in the phones
| are just not good enough
for the job and you need
to add an external DAC. If
you like listening on
headphones, there are
many choices of good
headphone DACs which will
not break the bank, the
Shanling UM is a good
starting point. And as you
fall through the rabbit hole
of becoming an audiophile
you can invest in an
AudioQuest DragonFly.
You'll find these available on
Amazon, Headphone Zone and
AV shops. They're expensive
sometimes, but worth the
transformation in the musi
Of course the real fun’begins
when you want to listen on a nice
pair of speakers, whether

powered or ones with an
amplifie. In our listening
journey, we tried several types,
starting with the low-end
speakers the kind that you
normally connect to a computer
and moved onto a pair of Sonos
Play 5 speakers and then finally
to a pair of Klipsch speakers. Our
final chain was a Schiit MODI
DAC with a Schiit MAGNI
preamp connected to the
Klipsch speakers. For the source,
we used an iPhone, an iPad, a
Oneplus phone (yes, did we
mention that lossless and hi-res
lossless is also supported on
Android) and finally an Android
tablet. All of them worked very
well.

Spatial audio
In terms of listening, the
difference between the normal
AAC stream and the lossless and
hi-res lossless stream was stark.
Even at CD quality, the sound
stage really opened up, tonal
clarity was simply amazing and
dynamic range was brilliantly
handled. In some ways even
listening to tracks from our
college  days  felt  like
rediscovering some of that
music. Things which previously
sounded like a *thak™ sound now
sound like the “clink” they
should have been all along.

Only time will tell if serious
audiophiles will come flocking

10 Apple Music or not, but for the
beginner audio buffs, this is
music to the ears.

But wait it's not over yet: we
haven't  discussed  “Spatial
Audio”. A few years ago, Apple
introduced spatial audio for its
AirPods. Other manufacturers
also had similar options but the
content was lacking. The first
and most obvious choice for
360°content are movies and TV
shows, and if you used your
headphones to consume such

content then it was a very
interesting and  immersive
experience indeed. But what

about music? Nobody thought
music  would the same
direction. In fact, Apple actually
talks more about spatial audio
than it does about lossless.

A classic old track by Marvin
Gaye has been wused 1o
demonstrate the progression of
music from mono to stereo to
spatial audio and if listening on
headphones it does truly feel
immersive.

As newer music is recorded
with this in mind, it would be an
interesting journey to follow. We
would love to see Pink Floyd's
Dark Side of the Moon mastered
as Spatial Audio or Dolby Atmos

«or whatever you may wish to call
it. That would be a fascinating
listen.

Apple Music is ¥99 a month
and just $49 for students.
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